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CSSL President’s
Column
The month of June has been an extremely busy
one for CSSL.
This month we conducted a Tech Talk with
a professor from Germany, Dr Raphael Volz
which was well received by members as well
as other participants.
We had the opportunity to host the IFIP
Secretary General Eduard Dundler in Sri Lanka
who came here to monitor the planning and
other arrangements for the upcoming IFIP
General Assembly to be held in Sri Lanka,
together with NITC/SEARCC Conference. As
nearly 50 countries will attend this meeting,
it is important that all details are looked into
and all logistics are professionally handled to
showcase Sri Lanka positively to the world. We
were able to plan out most of it during this visit
of Mr Dundler to Sri Lanka.
We have partnered with IPM on People Leader
awards, and there is an award for the People
Leader - IT, which is part of the annual IPM HR
Awards. It is with pleasure that we announce
that Mr Damith Hettihewa, Secretary of CSSL
won the People Leader - IT award this year.
Congratulations Damith!
Earlier in the month I visited China, to participate
in the the Belt and Road Initiative (B&R)
discussions. An IT sector forum for Belt and
Road Initiative which connects many countries
in the world with China, was organised by
Chinese Institute of Electronics (CIE) in Beijing
China on 13th June. Initial discussions on
forming an International Federation for Cloud
computing and Big data (IFCCBD) was also
discussed for which Sri Lanka offered support.
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CSSL attended
its first meeting
of Seoul Accord
in Alaska USA,
as we are now in the process of getting the
global accreditation standard for university
program accreditation. The CSSL was
represented by Assistant Secretary Dr Malitha
Wijesundara.
NITC/SEARCC Conference is shaping up well.
Many sponsors and partners have come on
board, and now the delegate registrations are
under way. I invite you to have a look at nitc.
lk and encourage your organisations to either
partner or send delegates in, to learn from a
great line up of speakers and also to witness
Sri Lanka’s biggest ever international ICT event
which will be held in September this year.
Thank you.
Yasas Vishuddhi Abeywickrama
President
Computer Society of Sri Lanka
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Sampath Information Technology Solutions
signs MoU with CSSL for NITC 2017

Sampath Information Technology Solutions Ltd (SITS),
which began operations in 2006, is mainly focused
on developing software solutions to the financial
market, all our corporate clients, banks and finance
companies comprised the main clientele for Software
Development. The domain knowledge gained over the
period has enabled SITS to expand its operations into
Software development, IT Services Outsourcing, Value
added services to hardware maintenance, Document
management Services, System hosting facilities and
print management services.
The MoU signing ceremony was held at the CSSL
Secretariat, No. 275/75, OPA Building, Prof. Stanley
Wijesundara Mawatha, Colombo 7 and graced by
top officials of both organisations including Mr. S.
Muralidharen (General Manager/CEO of Sampath
IT Solutions), Mr. Yasas V. Abeywickrama (President
– CSSL) and Mr. Prabath S. Wickramarathne (Vice
President – CSSL)
Sampath IT Solutions operates in many system
solutions such as ATM & CDMs, backup & recoveries,
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technical support, data systems, IT consultancy,
print services and OPEX services. Also, their solution
providing expertise have grown in very essential
areas such as in fixed assets management, inventory
management, POS solutions, document management
solutions.
Sampath Information Technology Solutions Limited
(SITS), has a Quality Management System based on
the requirement of ISO 9001:2008. The company
places an exceptionally high emphasis on continually
improving its processes and products to meet and
exceed the requirements of our valued partners and
clients.
History is Sampath IT’s guide. Their parent company
Sampath Bank Plc have led the most innovation IT
products in Sri Lanka in the banking sector. Today,
the competition and the challenges are even tougher,
and innovation is more important than ever in order to
sustain long term value for their stakeholders.

ESOFT Metro Campus signs
MoU with CSSL for NITC 2017

ESOFT Metro Campus, Sri Lanka’s largest
private sector higher education network signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the
Computer Society of Sri Lanka (CSSL) on 31st May
2017 regarding the upcoming National IT Conference
(NITC) 2017 which will be held under the theme
“Towards Digital Prosperity”.
The MoU signing ceremony was held at the CSSL
Secretariat, No. 275/75, OPA Building, Prof. Stanley
Wijesundara Mawatha, Colombo 7 and graced by
top officials of both organisations including Dr. Dayan
Rajapakse (Group Managing Director, ESOFT Group
of Companies), Mr. Nishan Sembacuttiaratchy (CEO
– ESOFT Metro Campus), Mr. Yasas V. Abeywickrama
(President – CSSL) and Prabath S. Wickramarathne
(Vice President – CSSL).
“ESOFT has been instrumental in transforming
Sri Lanka’s ICT education space by making high
quality and affordable ICT programmes available
throughout the island. Therefore, I feel it is our national
responsibility to create awareness and educate the

public about the limitless opportunities available within
the growing ICT industry. I am confident that our
platform at NITC will help us to send this message.”
said Dr. Dayan Rajapakse – Group Managing Director,
ESOFT Group of Companies.
With roots going back to the year 2000, ESOFT has
grown to be the largest private sector higher education
network in Sri Lanka due to an extensive islandwide branch network of 40 centres which create
opportunities for over 30,000 students each year.
Initially starting with IT, ESOFT today is a diversified
education provider in the fields of ICT & Computing,
Business, Engineering, Tourism & Hospitality,
Personal & Professional Development, Corporate
Training and Language Training. In association with a
number of strategic partners including Pearson (UK),
London Metropolitan University (UK) and Kingston
University (UK), ESOFT offers a range of internationally
recognised qualifications ranging from diplomas to
postgraduate programmes including MSc (IT) and MBA
programmes.
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zMessenger Partners with
CSSL for NITC 2017

Multi award winning digital marketing agency in Sri
Lanka, zMessenger, has entered into a partnership
with the Computer Society of Sri Lanka (CSSL) as
a “Digital Media and broadcasting partner” for the
National IT Conference 2017.
The agreement for this partnership was signed
recently at the CSSL Secretariat, No. 275/75, OPA
Building, Prof. Stanley Wijesundara Mawatha, Colombo
7 and graced by top officials of both organisations
including Mr. Yasas V. Abeywickrama (President –
CSSL) and Prabath S. Wickramarathne (Vice President
– CSSL).
Jayomi Lokuliyana Co-Founder/ Chief Executive
Officer of zMessenger stated that “SEAARC summit is
a wonderful event in an era where every business is
becoming an IT business. We at zMessenger excited
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to be part of this great event. It provides an excellent
opportunity for leaders in IT to come together, share
ideas and learn from one another”
About zMessenger : Since its inception zMessenger
has assembled a reputation for its ground-breaking
approach and its commitment to renovating the digital
marketing landscape of Sri Lanka, authorising local
establishments to keep up with the swift pace of
evolution witnessed around the globe. It influences
well-organized and innovative digital expertise to
create pioneering IT-enabled business solutions
and mobile strategies across an immense range of
industries in Sri Lanka.

Ayubo Leisure signs MoU with
CSSL for NITC 2017

Ayubo Leisure, the world’s only all-in-one travel
platform signed a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the Computer Society of Sri Lanka (CSSL)
on 31st May 2017 regarding the upcoming National IT
Conference (NITC) 2017 which will be held under the
theme “Towards Digital Prosperity”.

stated Mr. Achala Meddegama, CEO of Ayubo Leisure
and ESOFT Technologies. “Our Ayubo platform is one
such initiative so we look forward to leveraging the
upcoming NITC conference to showcase our unique
set of services to an international audience.” he
added.

The MoU signing ceremony was held at the CSSL
Secretariat, No. 275/75, OPA Building, Prof. Stanley
Wijesundara Mawatha, Colombo 7 and graced by
top officials of both organisations including Dr. Dayan
Rajapakse (Group Managing Director, ESOFT Group
of Companies), Mr. Achala Meddegama (CEO –
Ayubo Leisure / ESOFT Technologies), Mr. Yasas V.
Abeywickrama (President – CSSL) and Mr. Prabath S.
Wickramarathne (Vice President – CSSL).

Ayubo Leisure operates www.ayubo.lk, the world’s
only all-in-one travel platform which is accessible
over the web providing users with the ability to
create a customisable, easily bookable itinerary that
includes accommodation, experiences and transport
options. The Ayubo platform was developed by ESOFT
Technologies (ET), a technology company dedicated
to creating innovative and robust systems for simple
and complex business automation requirements.
Established in 2014, ET is a member of the ESOFT
Group.

“I believe there is a lot we can do to promote Sri
Lankan tourism, and technology offers us a number of
innovative ways in which we can accomplish just that”
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Sri Lanka Participates in IT Sector
Discussions within Belt and Road Initiative

The Silk Road Economic Belt and the 21st-century
Maritime Silk Road, also known as the Belt and Road
Initiative (B&R) is a development strategy proposed by
China connecting many countries. Recently Heads of
State from many countries met in China to discuss the
way forward of this program.
As a step forward, an IT sector forum for Belt and
Road Initiative was organsied by Chinese Institute of
Electronics (CIE) in Beijing China on 13th June, and
Sri Lanka was represented by the CSSL President
Yasas Vishuddhi Abeywickrama, where he presented
on ‘Sri Lanka’s Digital Journey’ and engaged in related
discussions.
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Initial discussions on forming an International
Federation for Cloud computing and Big data (
IFCCBD) was also discussed for which Sri Lanka
offered support.
The 9th China Cloud computing conference also
occurred alongside the above meetings from June 1316, 2017 in Beijing, China. The conference has been
a prime international forum for both the academic
community and industry practitioners to exchange the
latest fundamental advances and practice of cloud
computing, identify emerging research topics, and
define the future of cloud computing.

CSSL Vice President Prabath Samindra Wickramaratne particpated at the SEARCC Executive
Committee Meeting in China in May 2017.

IFIP Secretary General Eduard
Dundler’s visit to Sri Lanka
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What is IFIP ?
Based on an interview with Eduard Dundler, IFIP Secretary General.
The IFIP or International Federation for Information
Processing is the governing body in all aspects related
to Information Technology and the processing of its
relevant information on a global level. Comprising of 42
countries, the IFIP forms a sort of umbrella corporation
housing these 42 countries which are also referred to as
members. Each of these member countries comprises of
their own society, that handles the IT infrastructure and
requirements of their respective country.
The IFIP is recognized by the UN and other world bodies
and links to more than 3500 scientists from academia
and industry experts. The structure of the IFIP consists
of the Board which takes all decisions regarding a
particular matter, and a General Assembly. The General
Assembly consists of these 42 member countries, each
with it’s own individual representative.
The main purpose of the IFIP is to support a country
with their work and what they want to do and to assist
them in organizing IT conferences. Together with the
42 members, the IFIP has around 700,000 indirect
members globally. If any issues or problems arise with
regard to any of the topics under the jurisdiction of
the IFIP, they would proceed to make suggestions to
governments or International bodies on how to overcome
a particular problem or how a new technology can be
implemented to develop the infrastructure of a country
and/or economy. Think of them as policy makers who
influence the decisions of governments when it comes to
Information technology and information processing
In Sri Lanka, the representative party would be the
CSSL or Computer Society of Sri Lanka. Heading the
society is Mr. Yasas V. Abeywickrama as the President.
Each member of the General Assembly can have their
own working committee to be a part of one of 14
technical committees, each handling a certain topic
related to IT. These topics range from the foundations of
computer science, to theories and practice of software,
to education, to security and privacy protection in
information processing systems and even entertainment
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computing which covers art and entertainment,
entertainment games and game accessibility.
As stated above, a member of the General Assembly
can have their own working committee in one or more
technical committees and the number of members in the
working committees is defined as the GA member sees
fit, meaning that each working committee essentially has
an unlimited number of members.
The General Assembly for the IFIP is an annual event
that takes place in one of the 42 member countries.
Here, all decisions made by the General Assembly
will be put forward to the Board, who will then debate
on their viability and select which decisions should
be implemented. The decisions are driven by the
committees who have been working on them throughout
the year and have the meeting before the General
Assembly to submit the decisions they have come up
with. Topics here can relate to the latest security threats
and how to protect against them, the latest trends in
technology such as AI and Virtual reality etc.
The General Assembly for 2017 will be held here in Sri
Lanka on the 12th and 13 of September. On the 11th of
September, the committees will meet to hand over their
decisions, to be discussed over the following two days.
Another topic that would be discussed would be the
organization of the next IFIP World Conference. This is a
conference held every two years and open to the public.
Topics discussed here would be on a much larger and
global scale. Speakers for the World conference are IFIP
members and also from leading Universities who are
experts in their particular field.
Apart from handling policies for Information Processing,
the IFIP has and is currently working toward the
establishment of a digital library with search and access
capabilities for IFIP publications since the year 2000.
Though initially put off due to financial complications
& agreements with the IFIP publisher, they have been
worked out and the publisher has been given exclusive
distribution rights for a period of time.
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CSSL calls nominations for
CSSL ICT Awards 2017
Computer Society of Sri Lanka (CSSL), the
premier organization dedicated to promoting and
improving professional standards in the Information
Communication and Technology (ICT) sector of Sri
Lanka has called nominations/applications for its
“CSSL ICT Awards 2017”, which celebrates excellence
in ICT. CSSL, “CSSL ICT Awards 2017” will be held for
the fifth consecutive year this time. More information
about it can be obtained at www.cssl.lk. Nominations/
Applications are closed on 7th July 2017. These
awards intend to encourage, recognize and celebrate
the best and finest of ICT professionals.
This year, the CSSL presents awards for excellence in
nine categories, namely:
1. ICT Leader of the Year,
2. CIO of the Year,
3. Female ICT Leader of the Year,
4. Emerging ICT Leader of the Year,
5. Best Start-up of the Year,
6. ICT Educator of the Year,
7. ICT Researcher of the Year,
8. ICT Student Award-Undergraduate Category
and
9. ICT Student Awards-School Category.
CSSL as the professional association for people
in ICT in Sri Lanka is responsible for recognizing
achievements of best and finest of ICT professionals
and also this initiative encourages ICT professionals in
the country to do better, since there is a benchmark
set by this Awards program.
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2017 CSSL ICT Awards programme is spearheaded
by CSSL Council Member and Student Counsellor
Professor Samantha Thelijjagoda.
Last year, the fourth annual CSSL ICT Awards
ceremony organised by the Computer Society of
Sri Lanka (CSSL) was held at the Galadari Hotel
in Colombo in conjunction with the inauguration
ceremony of the National IT Conference in 2016. The
ICT Leader of the Year award was won by Mr Shanil
Fernando, Co-Founder and Managing Director - Sri
Lanka for CAKE Corporation, a Silicon Valley based
company that creates disruptive technology for the
restaurant industry. The CIO of the Year award went
to Mr Conrad Dias, Chief Information Officer - LOLC
Group and Managing Director/Chief Executive Officer
– Lanka ORIX Information Technology Services
Ltd., /LOLC Technologies Limited. Prof. Mahesha
Kapurubandara, Dean International and Professor,
Department of IT - Faculty of Computing, at the
Sri Lanka Institute of Information Technology won
the award for Female ICT Leader of the Year. The
award for Emerging ICT Leader of the Year went to
Mr Ganindu Nanayakkara who is an award-winning
innovator and Software Engineer currently working at
99X Technology.
In 2016, Auxenta Pvt. Ltd. won the award for Best
Startup of the Year. Funded by Bayview Capital, a
company owned by a well-known serial entrepreneur,
Riz Virk and together with two more highly acclaimed
ICT specialists, they entered the industry by developing
a Bitcoins mobile trading platform named “Bitcoins
Bazaar”, for Bay Coins LLC.
In 2017 also CSSL has call for nominations and
more information can be obtained at www.cssl.lk.
Nominations/Applications are closed on 7th July 2017.
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A lady that stands tall in a man’s
world of technology. The tale of
Nayeni Fernando
Nayeni served in the CSSL council for many years, was it’s vice President from 1993-1995 and
is the only woman to be made an honorary fellow of CSSL.
Nayeni served in the CSSL council for many years,
was it’s vice President from 1993-1995 and is the
only woman to be made an honorary fellow of CSSL.
In 1976, the Computer Society of Sri Lanka was
formed. Among its founding members was a lady. This
lady is one who stands tall amongst the silent giants
of the Sri Lankan IT industry. Over the course of her
career, she helped build complex computer systems
that revolutionized the Sri Lankan banking system.
This iron lady is Nayeni Fernando, and this is her story.

From Humble Origins
Nayeni began her journey into the worl d of computing
in 1971, when she joined the Department of Census
and Statistics as an analyst programmer. There,
Nayeni and her colleagues went to IBM where they
got training in Report Program Generator. This was
aprogramming language used by the IBM System 360
that they would use to program the data for the 1971
Population Census.
At first this was a brand new adventure for her, but
after 8 years it had become routine for Nayeni. She
was bored and itching for a change. That’s when she
saw an advertisement and joined the Central Bank of
Sri Lanka in 1979. This was where her career would
begin to reach for the stars.

Welcome to the Central Bank
When Nayeni joined the Central Bank of Sri Lanka in
1979, she was its first female Analyst Programmer.
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Furthermore, she was also the first Analyst
Programmer to join the Data Processing Division of
the Central Bank from outside the Central Bank of
Sri Lanka. Nayeni was assigned to the team tasked
with programming the Socio Economic Survey of
the Central Bank. Nayeni was then tasked with
computerizing the Government’s Accounts Branch of
the Central Bank. To do so, Nayeni built an automated
system using Wang PCS II data entry machines.

Building the Sri Lanka Automated
Clearing House
When Nayeni returned to Sri Lanka in 1985 after
obtaining her masters in the US, she was asked to
build the Sri Lanka Automated Clearing House for the
Central Bank. For a project this big, Nayeni needed a
strong team. Thankfully she was able to find the right
people for this team. This team had two operations
managers: Justin Wickramasinghe& P.U. Ariyawansa
along with two analyst programmers: Chandra
Pathberiya & B.K.A. Sunimal.
Once the team was formed, they travelled to the
Singapore Clearing House for training. Once the
team was trained, a tender for the system was then
announced in 1986 and given to Unisys through their
agent BC Computers. Work then began on building
the system that would power the Sri Lanka Automated
Clearing House.
Over the course of this project, Nayeni and the team
travelled twice to Atlanta where the main offices of
Unisys were located. The first time was for technical

training. The second time was for pre-acceptance
testing.After more rigorous testing, the Sri Lanka
Automated Clearing House (SLACH) was born on the
2nd of March 1988 and Nayeni was appointed as the
Manager of the SLACH.

Guiding the Central Bank through its
darkest times
In 1994, Nayeni was promoted as Head of the IT
Department after she had successfully implemented
the Sri Lanka Interbank Payment System (SLIPS) in
1993. This new responsibility would see her guiding
the Central Bank of Sri Lanka through dark times
which followed after the Central Bank Bomb blast. The
blast killed at least 91 people (41 from the Central
bank) and injured 1,400 others. The attack also
destroyed the mainframe computers and as a result,
the entire IT department of the Central Bank.
It was crucial that these systems became operational
again as soon as possible. The very next morning,
Amarananda Jayawardena – the Governor of the
Central Bank in 1996 instructed Nayeni to rebuild the
IT department. It was a daunting task but thankfully:
they already had backups of the latest data.To
rebuild the IT department, Nayeni had gathered the
key people in her department along with Dr. R.B.
Ekanayake – Chief of IT at Commercial Bank and John
Fernando – Head of IBM in Sri Lanka.
They had a lengthy discussion and ultimately decided
to adopt the IBM AS400 System to rebuild the Central
Bank IT Department. However, the AS400 couldn’t
read the data tapes that held the backups. Hearing
this, John Fernando told Nayeni that he would obtain
used IBM machines identical to what they had

previously used to get the data on the tapes ready
for migration to the AS400. Afterwards, Prof. V.K.
Samaranayake, offered the first floor of the University
of Colombo Physical Science Department.
Once the machines were installed inside the University
of Colombo, the operators would walk in every
morning and begin processing the tapes until the sun
had set in the evening. Additionally, the systems had
to now be redesigned for the new AS400 computer
systems. With no documentation, Nayeni entrusted
the task to N.M. Jayasekera – Deputy Director of the
IT Department at the Central Bank along with Janaki
Mampitiya and Chandra Pathberiya to redesign the
system for the AS400.
Many months of hard work later, in August 1996, the
AS400 computers were moved into the temporary
office of the Central Bank at the World Trade Centre.
When they went live, the banking system resumed
normal operations once again. Six months after the
Central Bank Bomb Blast, Nayeni and her team had
rebuilt the entire IT infrastructure of the Central Bank
from scratch.

Bringing the banking system of
Bangladesh into the 21st century
In 2000, Nayeni took the decision to retire from the
Central Bank of Sri Lanka to focus on her family and a
less stressful job. She joined the Bank of Ceylon as an
IT consultant and then BC Computers. BC Computers
was trying to win the tender for the system that would
power Bangladesh Automated Clearing House in 2004
and lost.
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However, a few months later, one of the International
Consultants who was present at the Tender
Evaluation reached out to Nayeni asking her to be a
consultant working as the onsite project manager for
implementation of the project. The management at BC
Computers encouraged Nayeni to take the opportunity
and so she left for Bangladesh.
When she arrived, she was tasked with building an
Automated Clearing House and another system to
facilitate electronic fund transfers between banks. The
project faced an uphill battle for two main reasons.
The first was the non-existence of MICR cheques.
The second issue the project faced was that many of
the Commercial Banks used predominantly manual
procedures.
To solve these issues, the Central Bank of Bangladesh
(Bangladesh Bank) began monitoring the issuance
and circulation of MICR cheques. They also sent the
team of five employees from the Central Bank of
Bangladesh who were specially chosen for this project
to automated clearing houses in Asia, including Sri
Lanka and the Middle East for rigorous training to
implement and manage these systems.
Afterwards, the banks were given the necessary
software and specifications for the required
hardware for both systems. Testing then began at
the Bangladesh Bank and at the other banks. Once
the tests were done, the systems would go live.
The first was on the 7th of October 2010, when the
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Bangladesh Automated Clearing House was born.
Four months later, on the 28th of February 2011, the
Bangladesh Electronic Funds Transfer Network went
live.

Nayeni Fernando today
From humble beginnings at the Department of Census
and Statistics to the Central Bank of Sri Lanka. She
joined the Central Bank as its first female analyst
programmer and left as the first female head of the IT
department. In that time, she automated departments,
built the Sri Lanka Automated Clearing House, built the
Sri Lanka Interbank Payment Systems, and rebuilt the
Central Bank’s IT department from scratch.
Over the course of her career, Nayeni revolutionized
the Sri Lankan banking sector by building systems
that many of us take for granted today. And that’s
before she helped the same revolution take place in
Bangladesh in just two short years. It is beyond the
shadow of a doubt that Nayeni Fernando is among the
pioneers that helped build the Sri Lankan IT industry.
So what challenges is she focused on now? After
working from 1969 to 2017 she is taking a break at
the moment, but will work again if the right opportunity
comes by.
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Open Data
Ecosystems
Held on 12th June 2017
Speaker :
Prof. Dr. Raphael Volz
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PEOPLE LEADER - IT 2017

WINNER

Mr.Damith Hettihewa
Secretary Computer Society Of Sri Lanka
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Time to Renew
your membership

Contact : 112592762

CSSL Account No: 0029 6000 1039
Bank & Branch : Sampath Bank, Corporate Branch
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CSSL Secretariat
The Computer Society of Sri Lanka
275/75, Prof.Stanley Wijesundara Mawatha
Colombo 7, Sri Lanka
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