
1   



Earlier this month, we had the opportunity to 
organize the official Unveiling Ceremony of CSSL 
Past Presidents’ Portraits. Portraits of most 
recent four Past Presidents Mr Chrisantha Silva, 
Mr Mahesh Perera, Mr Ajith Salgado and Dr 
Dayan Rajapakse were unveiled. This was a very 
satisfying moment for all of us at CSSL to be able 
to felicitate those who have done an enormous 
service to CSSL, ICT industry and Sri Lanka at 
large.

In the latest AGM we held, one area that I 
promised was the improvement of access to 
digital knowledge by our members. One major 
breakthrough has now been launched in this 
respect with the launch of ACS Digital Library in 
Sri Lanka. 
Link  -   www.acs.org.au/ppp/cssl.html

This program will give the CSSL members a digital 
subscription to ACS Products and Services. And 
these will include:

•	 ICT Leaders Vodcasts – Video sessions 
include thought leaders, Senior Executive’s 
and Board Members from organisations 
such as the ANZ Banking Group, Stone 
& Chalk, CSIRO, Google, Commonwealth 
Bank of Australia, Tabcorp, Telstra, 
Westpac Banking Corporation, Deloitte 
Access Economics, Woodside Energy 
and Coca-Cola Amatil, They also will 
have international speakers from the US, 
Malaysia, India and New Zealand to name 
a few.

•	 Online Professional Development Digital 
Library – This includes over 28,000 digital 
learning assets with over 7,500 technical 
and desktop skills videos covering 
areas such as Cloud Computing and 
Virtualization, Web Development and 
Graphic Design, Software Design and 
Development, Operating Systems and 

Servers, Mobile Devices and Computer 
Skills as examples.

As you know, the CSSL is organising Sri Lanka’s 
Biggest Ever International ICT event in September 
this year. This is the National IT Conference (NITC) 
combined with regional SEARCC Conference and 
also international General Assembly of IFIP. South 
East Asian Computer Confederation (SEARCC) 
and International Federation for Information 
Processing (IFIP) will be our key partners at this 
event platform. Details are now available at nitc.
lk, and we invite you to reserve your seats at your 
earliest.

Technical knowledge sharing events of CSSL are 
now branded as CSSL Tech Talks. Another one 
of these was organized on the 4th of April together 
with Sri Lanka Institute of Information Technology 
(SLIIT), on ‘The Rise of Crypto-Currency’. 

The CSSL Student membership development 
program is progressing well. We launched a 
major initiative in January to broaden our student 
membership. With this, now we are working with 
many government and private sector universities 
to bring on board all their students and I am 
happy to report that we have over 1500 new 
student members registered this year. I hope this 
important strategic move will have a long lasting 
impact on CSSL’s strength.

CSSL is a members’ organization. Our strength is 
in our membership. So I would like to remind you 
to renew your membership for 2017 if you haven’t 
already done so. I look forward to meeting you at 
our future events, and you can get in touch with 
us at membership@cssl.lk .

Thank you.
Yasas Vishuddhi Abeywickrama
President
Computer Society of Sri Lanka
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The CSSL has officially Unveiled CSSL Past Presidents’ Portraits at the Secretariat on the 3rd of May 
2017. Portraits of most recent four Past Presidents Mr. Chrisantha Silva (2009-2011), Mr. Mahesh 
Perera (2012-2013), Mr. Ajith Salgado (2014) and Dr. Dayan Rajapakse (2015-2016) has been 
unveiled on this ceremony.
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Computer Society of Sri Lanka (CSSL) is the Sri Lankan 

representative on International Federation for Information 

Processing (IFIP). IFIP is the leading multinational 

organization in ICT which is recognized by United Nations 

and other world bodies. IFIP has the representation of 

ICT Societies from 56 countries/regions, covering five 

continents with a total membership of over half a million. It 

links more than 3500 scientists from Academia & Industry. 

(http://ifip.org)

Sri Lanka proposed to IFIP that its’ annual General 

Assembly meeting be held in Sri Lanka in September 2017 

and at the recently concluded 2016 General Assembly in 

Costa Rica, they decided to offer this opportunity to Sri 

Lanka. 

This meeting requires IFIP General Assembly members 

to come to Sri Lanka and it is expected that about 60+ 

foreign individuals will come for the meeting. There will 

be additional people as their families may also with 

come them. Nearly 40 countries will be represented at 

this meeting. This is a great opportunity for Sri Lankan 

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) sector 

to connect with the world. It is also an opportunity for Sri 

In 2017, CSSL will 
organize SEARCC 
Conference 2017 in 
Partnership with NITC 
in conjunction with IFIP 
General Assembly. 

Lanka from a tourism perspective to showcase 

ourselves to the world.

We are planning to host this meeting, in parallel 

to the National IT Conference (NITC) that CSSL 

organises every year. Therefore, visiting foreign 

delegates would speak at the conference, 

transferring immense knowledge to our industry 

and its professionals. NITC also has a regional 

partnership this year with SEARCC (South East 

Asian Regional Computer Confederation - 

http://www.searcc.org), and will be launched as 

SEARCC Conference 2017 in Partnership with 

NITC. 

“This has created a unique National, 
Regional and International blend.”

An event of this magnitude with such broad 

international participation has not occurred in 

Sri Lanka in the recent past in relation to the 

ICT sector. So, we truly believe that this is a 

golden opportunity for ICT industry and the 

country at large.
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NITC 2017 Partners with IEEE
In April 2017, National IT Conference - NITC 2017 
partnered with IEEE, the world’s largest technical 
professional organization for the advancement of 
technology.

This comes in the background of 35th annual NITC 
organised by the Computer Society of Sri Lanka 
(CSSL) to be held in September in Colombo has 
already evolved into being Sri Lanka’s biggest-ever 
international ICT event by partnering with SEARCC 
Conference, which of relevance to the South East 
Asian region and also partnered with International 
Federation for Information Processing ( IFIP) to host 
their annual General Assembly (GA) meeting in 
Colombo in parallel to NITC.

IFIP is the world’s largest IT industry federation 
(http://www.ifip.org) and due to its annual General 
Assembly being held in Sri Lanka, it is expected that 

about 75+ foreign individuals from across the world 
(nearly 50 countries) will come to Sri Lanka.     

CSSL Student Counselor/Executive Council Member 
Professor Samantha Thelijjagoda was instrumental 
in finalizing the partnership with IEEE. Professor 
Thelijjagoda is the Technical Program Chair of NITC 
while Prof. Chandimal Jayawardena will be Technical 
Program Co-Chair, representing IEEE.

IEEE and its members inspire a global community 
to innovate for a better tomorrow through its more 
than 420,000 members in over 160 countries, and 
its highly cited publications, conferences, technology 
standards, and professional and educational 
activities. IEEE is the trusted “voice” for engineering, 
computing, and technology information around the 
globe.

Further details can be found at nitc.lk and cssl.lk

CSSL Column in Sunday Observer
The CSSL Council has arranged a weekly 
column in the Sunday Observer newspaper 
for CSSL to discuss ICT related matters with a 
broad audience.
 
We believe this is a good opportunity for 
our members to publicize the work you do, 
new findings in our field, new technologies, 
new projects that you are involved in, 
achievements, thought leadership concepts 
etc., as well as for the CSSL to raise voice for 
ICT Professionals more broadly. This is in-line 
with raising the presence of CSSL, that was 
presented in the Vision for CSSL, at the recent 
AGM. 

We invite our valued members to send in your 
articles to us with above context in mind, and 
also keeping in mind that the reader audience 
is a broad audience (not necessarily highly 
technical). Each column should be around 
750 words, in MS Word format, preferably 
with graphics wherever possible.
 
As this will continuously run, you are invited to 
send in articles at any time, as and when there 
are important pieces to be shared. 
 
We look forward to your contributions. Please 
send them to  membership@cssl.lk
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Held on 13th March 2017 
At Taj Samudra
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Held on 04th May 2017 
At SLIIT Metro Campus Auditorium
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Time to Renew  
your membership

Contact :  112592762   

CSSL Account No: 0029 6000 1039
Bank & Branch : Sampath Bank, Corporate Branch
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CSSL Secretariat 
The Computer Society of Sri Lanka
275/75, Prof.Stanley Wijesundara Mawatha
Colombo 7, Sri Lanka


