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USE OF EJNEQ@@E &@ME’A’?EBEE FONT % IN GOVERNMENT

Backgfmmd

Conséquem to an initiative to standardize use of IT in m;na?a, the Sri Lanka Standards
Institution (SLSI) has a.ccepﬁ:ed a standard (SLS 1134) as the Sinhala Ch waracter Code for
information interchange. The International Standards Organisation has also aﬁce’pt@d
SLS 1134 for  inclusion in ISO/IEC . 10646-1 (ISO/IEC  10646-1:1993 Information
Technology — Universal Multiple Octet Coded Character Set) with the modifications
effected in the first revision (S}LS E 134: 2@01) ». - -

Therefore 5151134 ( 7004}) is the. mtemahemaﬂy estabhshed standard for Smhaia
cempmmg and enables geamiesq Smhaia Cammumfaﬁgn between modern IT operatinig

systems.

Why ’use SLSM%

1) Compaﬁbﬁity A a@cumem or program ugmg a Q»E_SMS{% comipatible font can be read
using another SLS1134 compatible font. Such. fonts are available locally and from
multinationals like Microsoft. With the u use of these fonts, there is no need for a user to
d@vmliﬂad and copy a pieﬂ‘kom of fonts jﬁsi to ?‘@a& a f%@mmem, ‘

2) Choice - Many Oznmermai academic and non- pmm&: entities aré supporting and
developing software -which. aﬁh&res to SLS1134. The commercial entities which provide ed
the many incompatible fonts now provide software and forits hai adhere to SLQHCE 4.
No longer will a single private entity be able to dictate the price of Sinhala co mpu%mg
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